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Santa Cruz County Democratic Party 
Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary 
Election 2024 


Must be completed and submitted no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM. 
Santa Cruz County Democrats, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, 95061, 
or by email: endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


The Santa Cruz County Democratic Central Committee will be considering endorsing eligible Democrats 
who have qualified to appear on the ballot in the Primary Election on March 5, 2024 for both contested and 
uncontested positions. In order to be eligible, a candidate must be a registered Democrat for at least three 
months prior to the final filing date for that candidate's race in this election. An endorsement by us 
automatically carries an endorsement by the California Democratic Party. 


All eligible candidates who wish to be considered for endorsement are invited to complete our Candidate 
Endorsement Questionnaire and return a copy electronically (1) via Google Forms, or (2) by email to 
endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM, or (3) by USPS Mail 
postmarked no later than November 27th, to arrive by December 1, 2023 to Santa Cruz County Democratic 
Central Committee, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. Due to recently implemented USPS delays, we 
encourage an electronic reply. 


Thank you for submitting your questionnaire. We look forward to hearing from you at our Endorsement 
Forum on December 13, 2023 at 7 PM at LOCATION TBD 


Questions: Please email us at endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


Email * 


votekristenbrown@gmail.com ee 


Candidate Name * 


Kristen Brown | | | | | | | 
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Candidate Phone Number * 


OOO NEE HER MEINER 


Candidate Email * 


votekristenbrown@gmail.com 


Preferred Mailing Address * 


JM SAD SEA Dal nenn an ee nee 


Preferred Phone Number * 


(831) 435-0806 


Name of Campaign Committee and FPPC * 


kristen Brown Tor SUBEIVEEOLZUIAFERREID 7146.119 


Campaign Website * 


VoteKristenBrown.com 


Social Media * 


facebook.com/votekristenbrown and instagram.com/votekristenbrown 
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Candidate headshot for future use should candidate be endorsed 


Q KB Headshot - Kr... 


What are the approximate years you have been registered as Democrat in Santa Cruz County? * 


18 


Have you been registered in another county? If so, in what county were you registered and how 
long were you registered? 


Describe your involvement with the Democratic Party in the local, state, or national level over the * 
past few years. 


| have been a registered Democrat since the age of 18, have promoted and endorsed democratic candidates, 
supported democratic causes, and previously served as a 2nd District Alternate on the Democratic Central 
Committee for approximately 6 years. 


List the 10 organizational or personal endorsements of your candidacy that you consider tobe * 
the most important or most representative of your campaign (Please separate each 
endorsement with a semicolon). 


Watsonville Mayor Eduardo Montesino; Santa Cruz Mayor Fred Keeley; Capitola Mayor Margaux Keiser; 
Scotts Valley Mayor Jack Dilles; Supervisor Justin Cummings; Supervisor Felipe Hernandez; Sheriff Jim 
Hart; Monterey Bay Central Labor Council; Pajaro Valley Cesar Chavez Democratic Club; Santa Cruz YIMBY 
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Briefly describe the aspects of your background and experiences that indicate your * 
qualifications for the office you seek. 


| have 13 years of experience working in public policy and have served for the past 7 years on the Capitola 
City Council, including a term as Mayor in 2020. In these 7 years, I have served as Chair of the Association 
of Monterey Bay Area Governments (AMBAG) where I lead the Board through out Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation process, as the Vice Chair of both the Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) and METRO 
Transit District, and as a representative on the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Committee 
(SAC). | have successfully enacted rent stabilization in the City of Capitola, advocated for a dedicated 
children's fund from our City's TOT tax dollars, championed local coastal resiliency funding, and allocated an 
additional half-million dollars toward local road repair. | have a Bachelor’s degree in Political Communication 
and a Masters Degree in Public Administration with an emphasis in public sector management and 
leadership. | have developed good working relationships with fellow elected officials at the local, State, and 
Federal levels and have a proven track record of convening, collaborating, and consensus building to get 
things done. 
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What are the top five major issues facing this office? (Please label each one and briefly * 
describe. Separate each with a semicolon). 


1. Housing: Our county is facing a housing crisis in terms of both affordability and availability of housing. To 
address these issues, we need to zone for additional housing development, remove barriers to development 
such as excessive fees, ensure a fully staffed planning department to address the permitting backlog, and 
incentivize smart affordable housing development. Additionally, we need to invest in solutions for the 
unhoused population - such as supportive housing, transitional housing, and tiny homes - and work to 
prevent displacement through tenant protections and investment in programs that support renters and 
homeowners. 


2. Transportation: County residents are spending far too much of their time stuck in traffic rather than 
spending it with friends, family, and loved ones. This traffic congestion is also contributing to increases in 
greenhouse gas emissions and lowered quality of life. We need to continue planning for the implementation 
of electric passenger rail, invest in our METRO transit district, and work to consider funding mechanisms to 
address the $1 billion dollars of deferred maintenance on over 600 miles of County-owned roadways. 


3. Climate Change: The impacts of climate change can be seen throughout the County with increasingly 
intense storm patterns, sea level rise, coastal erosion, wildfires, and drought. There must be a focus on 
ensuring that the district is prepared for the next climate-related disaster, our office of Resiliency, Recovery, 
and Response is prepared to assist residents as needed, evacuation routes are cleared and communicated 
to residents, and community service networks are in place for when the next disaster strikes. We must also 
work with our State and Federal partners to seek funding to address climate change mitigation and impacts 
here in the County. 


4. Budget: Santa Cruz County is chronically underfunded, receiving only 13-cents of every tax dollar 
collected. With more population living in unincorporated County than in any individual City, the County is 
tasked with providing a number of essential services with limited financial resources. In the coming years, 
the County will be facing additional unfunded State mandates that the next Supervisor will need to be 
prepared to negotiate. 


5. Social Services: In the coming years, the County will be tasked with implementing several new Social 
Service initiatives, including the California Advancing and Innovating Medi-Cal (CALAIM) program and the 
Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Court. The CALAIM initiative will provide 
mandates for County-run programs including Medi-Cal service expansion, service delivery, and payment 
reforms. The next Supervisor will need to be prepared to take on the challenges this program will present in 
terms of staffing, budget, and being prepared for implementation within the next 3 to 5 years. Additionally, 
the CareCourt program allows the Courts to create voluntary or court-ordered treatment plans for someone 
who is experiencing untreated severe mental illness. Santa Cruz County will begin accepting CARE Court 
filings on December 1, 2024. This is another program that is unfunded and will be an immediate challenge 
and priority for the next Supervisor in District 2 
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In 2022, voters overwhelming voted against the Greenway initiative (Measure D). However, there * 
are still concerns about the likelihood of the rail trail being built and the environmental impacts it 
could cause. Please explain your position on the rail trail and public transportation in our 
community. 


In the wake of the resounding rejection of Measure D in 2022, it's evident that voters are signaling a strong 
desire for the use of our rail line for passenger rail service in the County. | currently serve as the Vice Chair 
of the Regional Transportation Commission (RTC), and am committed to moving forward with planning for 
passenger rail service, as is evident by my vote to approve the contract for an electric passenger rail project 
concept report and the additional funding necessary to complete it. This report - expected to be completed 
in late-2024 or early-2025 - will serve to address many ongoing questions and concerns. It will include 
ridership and revenue forecasts, evaluation of existing infrastructure, environmental screening, geotechnical 
review, safety assessments, development of the rail and trail alignment, and a risk analysis for the project. 


In addition to passenger rail, | have been an advocate for transit and transportation improvements 
throughout our County in my role as a City Councilmember and Vice Chair of the METRO Transit District. At 
METRO, | voted in favor of the contract to secure the nation's largest hydrogen-electric zero-emission bus 
fleet and continue to advocate for funding for the ‘Reimagine METRO’ program that would provide 15-minute 
headways at transit stops and increase ridership exponentially, thus removing over 9 million vehicle miles 
traveled from our local roadways. Additionally, as a City Councilmember, | successfully advocated for an 
additional half-million in road repair funding during the budget negotiation process. 


Housing is still among the top issues in the county. Many residents are rent-burdened and find it * 
difficult to gain the generational wealth that previous generations have been able to build. How 
will you address housing issues in your district and the county overall? 


To address issues of housing affordability and availability in our County, we need to zone for additional 
housing development, remove barriers to development such as excessive fees, ensure a fully staffed 
planning department to address the permitting backlog, and incentivize smart affordable housing 
development. Additionally, we need to invest in solutions for the unhoused population - such as supportive 
housing, transitional housing, and tiny homes - and work to prevent displacement through tenant protections 
and investment in programs that support renters and homeowners. 
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How will you ensure that the County's (or City’s) infrastructure (such as water, electricity, roads) * 
are maintained equitably in your district? 


The challenge in infrastructure maintenance and repair comes in the balance between addressing the 
greatest damage, which typically is the most expensive, versus addressing moderate damage before it gets 
worse. That being said, | will consider the unique challenges of different neighborhoods, collaborate with 
residents and community stakeholders, prioritize historically disadvantaged and underserved 
neighborhoods, and work to allocate resources fairly and transparently. 


What steps will you take towards having a climate resiliency and mitigation plan in place to x 
ensure the safety of all the residents with equity in mind? 


| will work to ensure that the County Office of Resiliency, Recovery, and Response is fully staffed, evacuation 
routes are cleared and communicated to residents, and community service networks are in place for when 
the next disaster strikes. We must also work with our State and Federal partners to seek funding to address 
climate change mitigation and impacts here in the County. Additionally, we need to have robust outreach to 
residents in historically underserved and overly-impacted areas such as Corralitos to ensure that they are 
well prepared for storms, can be reached by emergency services when needed, and are provided County 
resources that provide for their safety. 


Please provide an example of when and how input and/or evidence has convinced you to > 
override your initial opinion on a public policy issue? 


An example of how input and evidence convinced the override of my initial opinion on a public policy issue 
can be found in my position on passenger rail service. When I first joined the boards of the Regional 
Transportation Commission and METRO Transit District three years ago, the City of Capitola had recently 
passed Measure L, designed to prevent the City from cooperating with any sort of passenger rail service 
across the Capitola Trestle. Additionally, the CEO of METRO at the time was steadfast in his belief that 
passenger rail service would take away funding from the METRO system. As Capitola's representative to 
METRO, and METRO's representative to the RTC, these circumstances influenced my belief about passenger 
rail service at that time. Since then, METRO has hired a new CEO who believes that not only will passenger 
rail not be a detriment to METRO, but that METRO itself could potentially be the rail service operator, thus 
integrating our two transit systems. Additionally, the failure of Measure D in 2022, even in every precinct in 
the City of Capitola, showed me that public opinion was clearly in favor of moving forward with the 
preservation of the option for passenger rail service. Because of this, my position and actions have shifted 
due to the additional information and evidence provided. As the Maya Angelou quote goes, “Do the best you 
can until you know better. Then, when you know better, you do better.” 


This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google. 
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